
RESOLUTION NUMBER 166 

DRED AND HARRIET SCOTT SANCTUARY CITY 

 

WHEREAS, Dred and Harriet Scott sought and were denied refuge from enslavement in the City of St. Louis in 

1846 and were told they had no rights any white man had to respect; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of St. Louis and its police department worked together with the FBI to conduct unjust, 

violent, military-style raids on homes and offices of the African People’s Socialist Party and Uhuru Movement 

on July 29, 2022; and 

 

WHEREAS, the raids militarily occupied the most impoverished neighborhood of St. Louis, threatening Uhuru 

Movement programs fighting gentrification and building economic and political power in the black working-class 

communities; and  

 

WHEREAS, the African People’s Socialist Party was targeted because it has relentlessly fought for the liberation 

of Africa and African people for the past fifty years; and  

 

WHEREAS, the FBI raids on the Uhuru Movement posed a threat to the African community’s hard-won 

democratic right to participate in elections in their own interests; and  

 

WHEREAS, African people have a right to petition the United Nations to investigate the Genocide Convention 

as it applies to the conditions of African people in the U.S. and the “original sin” of slavery and colonialism in 

this country; and 

 

WHEREAS, African people have the right to freedom of speech, association and assembly including public 

statements of dissent regarding the official position of the U.S. on the Russia-Ukraine war; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of St. Louis has consciously attacked and destroyed African communities over the years to 

promote business and prosperity for others; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City of St. Louis destroyed the thriving neighborhood of Mill Creek Valley, carried out “let it 

rot” programs that kept resources from going to black neighborhoods and worked with federal agents to dump 

toxic chemicals from the rooftops of public housing projects; and  

WHERAS, the brutal conditions faced by African people in the US continue today where one in three African 

men born in the year 2000 will be imprisoned in his lifetime; and  

 

WHEREAS, in the the United States which has among the highest rates of maternal mortality in “industrialized” 

countries, African women die during childbirth at a rate three times higher than that of as white women and in 

some states up to seven times higher; and  

 

WHEREAS, the average white family has eight times the wealth of the average African family; and 

 

WHEREAS, over the years St. Louis has been known for resistance and struggle for the interests and upliftment 

of the black community; and  

WHEREAS, millions of African people in the 1960s struggling for basic human rights and economic and political 

power over their lives faced the effects of the COINTELPRO program of the FBI which carried out assassinations, 

political imprisonment, slander and harm; and 

 

WHEREAS, Malcolm X, Fred Hampton, Martin Luther King, Marcus Garvey, along with W.E.B. DuBois, James 

Baldwin, Aretha Franklin, Sam Cooke, and others such as civil rights worker Viola Liuzzo and American Indian 

leader Leonard Peltier, were targeted, threatened, surveilled, imprisoned and/or assassinated by the FBI with the 

complicity of the local police departments; and 



 

WHEREAS, the police murder of eighteen-year-old Michael Brown in the suburb of Ferguson in 2014 sparked 

widespread resistance to longstanding police violence and was seen around the world; and 

 

WHEREAS, FBI files on the murder of Ferguson activist Darren Seals and others reveal that the local police 

worked with the FBI to target, and many say to murder him;  and 

 

WHEREAS, the FBI worked with St. Louis police in arresting Uhuru Movement member Themba Tshibanda on 

bogus “terrorist threat” charges; and 

 

WHEREAS, we recognize that a prosperous, active African community of St. Louis is beneficial and contributes 

to the well-being of all residents of this City. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that Board of 

Aldermen supports designating the City of St. Louis as a Sanctuary City and to require that City of St. Louis 

Division of Police not cooperate with the FBI or other federal agency to attack to attack Black community 

organizers and members for charges stemming from work for the betterment and upliftment of their community, 

and to make the City of St. Louis a refuge for African people struggling for social justice in solidarity with 

sanctuary programs for native peoples, immigrants and others seeking a safe haven and to uplift their 

communities. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Aldermen repudiates the denial of refuge for Dred and Harriet 

Scott and the ongoing notion that Black people have no rights which the white man is bound to respect.” 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution is meant to redeem the City’s relationship to the African 

community, vindicate the blood-drenched struggles of African people for the democratic right to vote, to create 

self-determination programs, to dissent against injustice, to exercise our right to freedom of speech and political  

Assembly and to take our views before the United Nations.  

 

Introduced on this 13th day of January, 2023 by:  

The Honorable Jesse Todd, Alderman 18th Ward 

 

 

Adopted this XXX day of XXXX, 2023 as attested by:  

 

 

 

___________________________    _________________________ 

Terry Kennedy      Megan Green   

Clerk, Board of Aldermen     President, Board of Aldermen 

 

 

 


